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IT MAY BE TRADITIONAL, bul it certainly
isn't stuffy, “1 always loved Victorians-
they reminded me of real-life dollhouses
savs Sophie Fauveau of the 1390 Portland
home she renovated with her husband,
Mark Williams. “But I also knew 1 wanted
light colors, no clutter, and a sense that
everything belonged weether” Thelr
remodel stayed true 1o the home's perind
details and old-Fashioned charm while
infusing it with youthful, CORleTpOFary
sophistication.

A French native with a keen sense of
style, Fauvean took on the bulk of the
design work {with help from an archi
teet ), which included a second-Aoor addi
tion that doubled the home's square
footage. Her palette stayed consistent:
white marble (honed in the kitchen,
polished to a sheen in the master bath),
saft pastels, and 4 luxe assortment of
vintage finds at bargain prices.

Nostalgia plays a major role in Fauveau's
decorating choices. In the living room,
the pair of white leather sofas (which she
scored at an onling auction siwe for $500)
hromght hack happy associations from
childhood. "My parents had the same
ones in brown when | was growing up—
these are like albino versions.” she says. In
the kitchen, the island is a nod to her
memaries of the “gigantic marble rable
lor pastries” at her grandparents’ hotel
aned restaurant in the south of France.
And in the :|:|:|j||H oo, Fauveau coverad
the chartrewse walls with row upon row
of family photos in mismatched gold
frames. “Mark and | both live far away
from our familics, so it's important to us
to have pictures of them all around the
house” she explains.

For the couple, the house is much
more thana mere dwelling: to hoar
Fauveau tell it, the chemisiry was instan-
taneous, “We are ridiculously, crazily,

emotionally attached to our house” she
says. “Mark and | even got married in the
living room. Ten minutes after we saw it
we knew we would live here no matter
what it took.” All love affairs should have
an ending this pood.

INFO Dhesign: Sophie Fauveau, French
louch Styling, Portland (frenchrouch
stylingeom ). Resources: See page 104,
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Portrait wall

"The room has very

pictures closa up,
Fauveau says




Ideas to take home

OLD-STYLE GETS RESTYLED

Buitding on the bones of an archetypal American dwelling required decisions about what to keep (n
aritigue bathtub in meed of TLC), what to add (ectuctic art with wit and personality), and when to find
a rew take on tradition. Here are four elements that glve this Victorian a contemporary glow,

LET BOLD ART BREATHE A painting by Eli Halpin SHOWCASE ORIGINAL FEATURES Tn the downitairs
sets the tone in a minimally styled raom (the bath, the couple resurfaced the daw-Toot tub,
vintage table stores lingerie and accessories). setting off its classic lines with sorene blue walls,

MESEARCH ERA-APPROPRIATE ADDITIONS This

CREATE i MODERN COLLEETION A traditional
repraduction of an antique knob from Porttand's curin cabinet looks fresh, not fussy, with a coat of

Rejuvenation brings intricate detail to the door of white paint and a grouping of vessels in alabaster
the master bedroom. hues. =80
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All-white kitchen




Meet the homeowner

SOPHIE’S
DESIGN SMARTS

0: There are six crystal
chendeliers in your
house. What about
them appeais to you?
&: [ abways loved
them, even as a little
girl. They glitter and
sparkle, just like
jewelry; they immeds
ately add persanality,
a sort of daintiness,

te a room.

Q: What went into
creating your dreqam
closet?

Az 1 designed it myself
in Excel after research
ing closet fabricators
and realizing a bisg part
of their fee came in
helping you plan the
space. 50 looked at
our current closets and
measured the rods,
counted our clothes
and pairs of shoes-
then made surewe
could fit all that and
mone.

0 Did you and Mark
have any stylistic
differences?

Az Qurstyles are
pretty much in line.
Eventually he'd like to
have a room in the

basement that's more
cozy and loungey, with
a big stuffed couch
But the only thing he
wan't let me dais
display my huge
vintage Barbie collec-
tion. They're all boxed
and organized in the
basement; every now
and then, I'll have
Barbie parties with my
girlfriends, and I'll set
them up all areund the
Living raom

Q: What's the secret
to buying vintage?

A You need to take
risks, be a little impul-
sive, If vou can't
handle getting it
wrong, you probably
shouldn't go for it.

I'm nat normally a
gambler, but I'll take
i risk when it comes
to buying items Like
those white leather
couches online, espe-
cially if it's a bargain
You can always resell
itifit doesnt work. m





